New Orleans Sniper Identified ; 
Rifle Linked to Killing of Rookie 


By MARTIN WALDRON 

Special to The New Yorlc Times 


NEW ORLEANS, Jan. 9— The 
police identified the slain New 
Orleans sniper today as Mark 
Essex, 23 years old, of Emporia, 
Kan. 

They also said the rifle used 
to shoot hotel guests and 
policemen in a 12-hour rampage 
on Sunday was the same 
weapon that killed a police 
cadet and wounded a patrol- 
man in New Orleans on New 
Year’s Eve. 

Police Superintendent Clar- 
ence B. Giarrusso said there 
was “some evidence of a con- 
spiracy” involved in Sunday’s 
sniping. 

But he said he could not say 
flatly that Essex was part of 
a national conspiracy to kill 
policemen, as has been asserted 
by other officials in Louisiana. 

Essex enlisted in the Navyi 


in Emporia on Jan. 13, 1969. A 
Navy spokesman in Washington 
said he was given a general 
disability discharge on Feb. 10, 
1970. 

In an hour-long news con- 
ference, Mr. Giarrusso con- 
firmed that New Orleans police- 
men had been trailing Essex 
Sunday morning before he 
slipped into the Downtown 
Howard Johnson’s Motor Lodge 
and began firing at hotel 
guests, policemen and firemen. 

Three policemen, two motel 
guests and a hotel employe 
were killed and 10 policemen 
and two firemen wounded by 
gunfire in fusillades of rifle 
bullets before noon on Sunday. 

Superintendent Giarrusso said 
that Essex “was allegedly in- 
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volved in an automobile ac- 
cident” in New Orleans Sunday 
morning and that he “com- 
mandeered a car at gun point” 
land was “involved in a chase.” I 
Mr. Giarrusso would not be i 
more pecific, although he de- 
lved that the chase was by the 
(Police. The police have not' 
j completed, an investigation, he* 
said. * t 

“We will make a report and 
the report will be made pub- 
jhc,” he said. 

The superintendent said he 
(still believed that two snipers 
were involved in the Sunday- 
! Monday shootout, but said he 
| was not so positive today as 
:he was yesterday. j 

| “Right now, after having had 
a night’s sleep, I won’t say yes 
•and I won’t say no,” he said 
! referring .to! whether there was 
jonly one. assailant. 

It is possible,. he said, that a 
1 second sniper slipped out of 
the heavily' guarded hotel. 
There was a “space of time”! 
before the police could get a I 
copy of the building’s plans j 
and found out that there was! 
a way to get from the motor 
. lodge to a nearby building, he 
said. 

■ Superintendent Giarrusso said 
.there was too .much evidence- 
that there was a second sniperi 
to abandon the idea completely. 1 
‘We have evidence both* 


ways,”, he said.. 

. After Essex was shot to 
death on the hotel roof, a Ma- 
rine helicopter was fired upon, 
j he said. 

“One would have to assume 
'that if there was. no second 
I sniper, the . police fired those 
I shots, and that’s possible but 
not likely,” Tie said. 

I He said that some policemen} 
iwere sure they had seen a sec- 


ond sniper and had fired at! 
him. 

“Many, many shots were! 
fired at this ghost while he 
moved,” he said. “And the men 1 
who were there near the roof 1 
heard conversation after the! 
first sniper was shot.”’ 

Mr. Giarrusso said. that one, 
of the Marine helicopters was 
hit by bullets after Essex was ! 
shot to death. He said the bul-i 
let holes had been reported by i 
. the Marine lieutenant colonel, 

: who was piloting the aircraft.' 

! Mr. Giarrusso would not sayi 
what evidence the police had; 1 
that Essex could have been 
part of a plot to kill New Or-! 
leans police officers. However,! 
he indicated that part of this 1 
evidence was the arranging of 
a room for Essex at the How- 
ard Johnson Hotel by someone 
else. 

the superintendent said that 
a .44-caliber Magnum rifle was 
the only weapon found on the 


roof of the 17-story hotel wnen 
the police stormed it yesterday 
afternoon- seeking the phantom 
second sniper.. . 

The weapon, smashed ' into 
four pieces, was lying near the 
; shattered body of‘ Essex, who 
i was felled by red. tracer .bullets 
fired by the police from a hov- 
ering Marine helicopter. - ' 

Ballistics tests showed that 
the rifle had been used to shoot 


Dr. Robert Steagall of Roanoke, Mr Giarrusso sairi thot 

"Ho comes Lorn a mid- 
day and on Dec. 31 to attack d e ’ c ass rami ^ — his lather is 
two police cadets and a city tore uian at a packing plant and 
patrolman, Mr. Giarrusso said, his mother a teacher at a day 
Cadet Alfred Harrell Jr., a care center — had lived in New 

ssffi ti asr Jf US; 

assault. i sa '?» but he would not say 

The ballistics - tests were Jh^ 1C ?„? rt ne V N * T r wo ^ d he * ive 
ade bv Alex Vena, ohipf nf sni P er s New Orleans ad- 




made by Alex Vega, chief of 
the New Orleans ballistics bu- 
reau.. Mr. Vega said the rifle 
was a .44-caliber Magnum car- 
bine, which holds six shots — 
five in the magazine and one in 
the barrel 


dress. 

Says Relatives Cooperated ' 

“The relatives have been 
very cooperative,” he said. 

The chief said Essex’s place 
of employment, did not appear 
• ... 


T , .... . am not appear 

aapwlw M? W . as ,. s0 bacJ, .y ^ aiT1 ’ have any connection with 
aged by the shots of policemen the sniping attack that para- 
who poured 100 or more rounds: lyzed the area for almost 36 
of ammunition into Essex’s hours. 

body that it would not fire, Mr. Mr. Giarrusso would not say 
Vega said. cn hnl- i: cr.-.-i J 


so but other police officials con- 

_ However, he added, he was firmed that Essex had been a 
able to force a slug through the suspect for several days in the 
?u rre J n nd t ie rif,in S marks on New Year’s Eve attack 
the bullet could be compared' The evidence gathered thus 
with the bullets taken from the ■ far does not clearly indicate 
Sirtn S n°H ’n ad ?J Har . , ’ e,l> -M r - that the Howard Johnson shoot- 
nt w d Dr ‘ ? teaga,,; in 8 was part of a conspiracy, 

Mr. Vega, who was one of Mr. Giarrusso said 
the police marksmen who shot} “There is some evidence of 
Essex as he fled across the a conspiracy by other people” 
motel rooftop Sunday night, ; he' said. If there wer/ others 
said tests showed that all the involved, it was' a small num- 
|slugs came from the same ber, he said, “two, three or 
weapon. .four.” , 


